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Florida Backyard Landscapes for Wildlife 

 
 

Application Form 
 
 

Name  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Street  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
City    __________________________________________ Zip ________________    
 
County   __________________________________________ 
 
Telephone   __________________________________________   
 
Email   __________________________________________ 
 
 

Please send the 
questionnaire and application (pages 1-10),  

and $5.00 application fee (payable to University of Florida) to: 
Laura A. Vasquez, FYN Coordinator 

18710 SW 288th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030  

 
 
If you have any questions, please contact:  
 
Laura A. Vasquez 
18710 SW 288th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030 
305-248-3311 x239 
lavasquez@ufl.edu 
 

Barbara McAdam 
18710 SW 288th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030 
305-248-3311 x245 
bmcadam@ufl.edu 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Please answer the following questions BEFORE you fill out the Florida Backyard Landscapes for 
Wildlife application. The information you provide in this questionnaire will help us improve and 
develop new educational programs for Florida residents and visitors. Your answers to these questions 
will not influence your application to this program. Please answer all questions as accurately as 
possible. All answers are confidential and anonymous.  Please return questionnaire with application. 
 
 

1. How many bird feeders, if any, do you have 
in your yard? _____ 

 
2. How many birdhouses, if any, have you 

provided for birds? ______ 
 
3. On average, how many minutes per week do 

you spend watching wildlife (birds, 
mammals, snakes, frogs) in your yard?     
0-15 minutes___ / 16-30___ / 31-45___ /  
46-60___ / If more than 60, how many?____ 

 
4. On average, how many minutes per week do 

you spend watching butterflies, other insects, 
and spiders in your yard? 

 0-15 minutes___ / 16-30___ / 31-45___ /  
 46-60___ / If more than 60, how many?____ 
 
5. On a scale of 1 to 7, how would you rate 

your ability to identify Florida bird species 
by sight?  (1=can identify 0 to 2 species) 

1       2       3       4       5       6       7    
     (7=can identify nearly all) 

 
6. On a scale of 1 to 7, how would you rate 

your ability to identify Florida bird species 
by sound?  (1=can identify 0 to 2 species) 

1       2       3       4       5       6       7    
     (7=can identify nearly all) 

 
7. Can you comfortably identify some adult 

Florida butterflies?  Yes____  /   No____ 
       If yes, about how many species? _____ 
 
8. Can you comfortably identify some Florida 

reptiles (snakes, lizards, turtles) or amphibians 
(frogs, salamanders) by sight?  Yes__ /  No___ 

 If yes, about how many species? _____ 

9. Can you comfortably identify some Florida 
frogs by their calls?    Yes___   /     No___ 

    If yes, about how many species?_____ 
 
10. Can you comfortably identify some Florida 

mammals by sight?    Yes____   /   No____  
      If yes, about how many species?____ 
 
11. Please approximate the percentage of your 

property covered by: 
a. mowed lawn.  _____% 
b. unmowed areas with non-maintained  

“natural” vegetation.  ____% 
c. unmowed areas with maintained 

landscaped vegetation.  ____% 
 
12. Within the past five years, have you removed 

any exotic or invasive plants from your 
property?  Yes___ /  No___ /  Don’t Know___ 
  

13.  Within the past five years, have you placed 
any native plants on your property?   

       Yes___   /   No___   /   Don’t Know___ 
 
14. During the previous 12 months, about how 

much money did you spend on food and 
other materials (e.g. birdhouses, feeders, 
plants, etc.) to attract wildlife to your yard?          
$0-20___   /   $21-40___   /   $41-60___   /     
$61-80___   /   $81-100___   /    

      If greater than $100 then how much? $_____ 
 
15. During the previous 12 months, about how 

many hours have you spent managing your 
property for wildlife (e.g. cleaning bird 
feeders, planting beds for butterflies, etc.)?  
0-1 hour___ /  2-10___ /  10-20___ /   

 20-30___ /   40-50___ /   
  If greater than 50 hours, how many?_____



Questionnaire (continued) 4 

16. During the previous 12 months, have you 
discussed landscaping for wildlife with your 
neighbors?     Yes____   /   No____           
If yes, with how many different 
neighbors?____ 

 
17. During the previous 12 months, have you 

told anybody in your area about the Florida 
Backyard Landscapes for Wildlife Program? 

 Yes____     /     No___ 
   If yes, how many people?  ____ 
 
18. During the previous 12 months, about how 

many times, if any, have you searched for 
wildlife information on the Department of 
Wildlife Ecology & Conservation Extension 
website (http://www.wec.ufl.edu/extension/)? 
0___ /  1-2___ /  3-5___ /  6-8___  /  9-10___     

 If more than 10 times, about how many?___ 
 
19. During the previous 12 months, have you 

contacted the Florida Cooperative Extension 
Service regarding a wildlife question or 
issue? Yes____ No____ 

 If yes, about how many times?______ 
 
20. During the previous 12 months, about how 

many times, if any, have you searched for 
wildlife information on the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission web site 
(http://www.myfwc.com/)? 
0___ /  1-2___ /  3-5___ /  6-8___  /  9-10___     

 If more than 10 times, about how many?___ 
 
21. Besides the Florida Cooperative Extension 

Service, during the previous 12 months, have 
you contacted a government agency or 
private organization (e.g. Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 
or the Audubon Society) regarding a wildlife 
question or issue? Yes___     /     No____ 
 
 If yes, please list who and how many times 
(e.g. FWC- 2 times): ___________________ 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 

 

22. Do you know about the Florida Yards and 
Neighborhood Certification Program offered 
through the Extension Service? Yes__ / No__ 

  If yes, have you been certified? Yes__ / No__ 
 
23. Do you know about the Master Gardeners 

Program offered through the Extension 
Service?      Yes___     /     No___ 
If yes, have you participated in the program?     
Yes___   /   No___ 

 
24. How many years have you lived in Florida?  

0 to 2___    /    2 to 5___    /    6 to 10___    /   
 11 to 15___    /    16 to 20___    /    21+___ 
 
25. On average, how many months per year do 

you live in Florida?  1 to 3___  /   4 to 6___  /   
7 to 10___  /   11 to 12___ 

 
26. Your age? 18-25___ /  26-35___ /  36-45___  /  

46-55___  /  56-65___  /  66+___ 
 

27. Gender of Applicant(s)?     
 Female___   /   Male___   /   Couple___ 
 
28. What is the highest level of formal education 

you have completed? Less than 12th grade___ /  
 12th grade or GED___ / Some college___ /  
 Technical school or Community College  

Degree___   / College Bachelor’s degree___ / 
Some graduate school___ / Master’s 
degree___ / Ph.D.___ / Medical Doctor___ / 
Other (Please describe):_________________ 
 

29. How would you describe the area where your 
home is located?     Urban/Suburban____  /   
Rural___  /   Don’t know____ 

  
30. What is the current market value of your 

property?   Less than  $75,000___ /  
$75-150,000___    /   $151-250,000___   /  
$251-350,000___   /   $351-450,000___    / 
$450,000+___
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APPLICATION 
 

Description of Property 
 
Please briefly explain what you have done and / or plan to do, to enhance your property for 
wildlife: 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
How many years have you lived at your current residence? _________ 
 
 
What type of pets do you own? __________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you own a cat, where does it spend its time?    
____Indoors  ____Outdoors  ____Both indoors and outdoors 
 
 
Please list the wildlife species that you see on your property (attach a list if necessary): 
 
Birds: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mammals: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Reptiles (lizards, turtles, and snakes): ___________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Amphibians (frogs, toads, and salamanders): ______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Butterflies, other insects, & spiders: _____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please refer to the example on page 8, and complete the property map on page 9. 
 
Don’t worry if you can’t draw, you don’t need to be an artist to complete this.  A basic sketch will do just 
fine, but please be sure to include the following details: 
 
Instructions (see example on page 8): 
 
1. At the top of the map, please circle the scale that you used. 
2. Draw an outline of your house and other impervious surfaces such as driveway, walkway and patio. 
3. Indicate what occurs just beyond your property lines (e.g. neighbor’s yard, pasture, woods).  If the area 

beyond your property is undeveloped, indicate if it is likely to be developed soon. 
4. List the current vegetation on your property in Table A on page 7 and place the corresponding number 

on the map (include lawns, bushes, trees, and islands of unmowed vegetation). 
5. Indicate any flower or vegetable gardens. 
6. Indicate standing dead trees with a ‘D’. 
7. Indicate brush piles with a ‘B’. 
8. Indicate any birdfeeders with a ‘BF’. 
9. Indicate any bird nest boxes with a ‘NB’. 
10. Indicate any water sources (e.g. ponds, bird baths, etc.) 
11. Outline any unmowed areas that have natural vegetation. 
12. List any planned future vegetation in Table B on page 7 and place the corresponding number on the 

map. 
 
***An alternative to drawing a map is to photocopy your property survey and then add the above 

details.*** 



 

TABLE A 
 

Plants, trees, and other vegetation 
CURRENTLY on your property 

 
� The numbers below should correspond to the location of the plant on your map. 
� If you know which plants are native to Florida, please indicate below with an asterisk*. 

 

1.  13. 
2.  14. 
3.  15. 
4.  16. 
5.  17. 
6.  18. 
7.  19. 
8.  20. 
9.  21. 
10.  22. 
11.  23. 
12.  24.** 

**If you need to list more plants, 
use numbers 25-49 and write on back of page, or on additional page. 

 
 

 
TABLE B 

   

Vegetation you are considering for 
FUTURE PLANTING 

 
� These numbers should correspond to the location of the plant on your map. 
� If you know which plants are native to Florida, please indicate below with an asterisk*. 

 

50.  59. 
51.  60. 
52.  61. 
53.  62. 
54.  63. 
55.  64. 
56.  65. 
57.  66. 
58.  67. 

 



 

Sample Property Map 
 

 



 

Your Property Map 
 

Please circle which SCALE you are using. 
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� If possible, to assist us in our evaluation of your property, please enclose photographs (or a cd with 
digital photos) of your yard as it is presently landscaped.  We cannot return disks or photographs, so 
please be sure that you have duplicates for your own use. 

 
� Please sign here if we can use your photos on our web site. 
 (We will only show the photo and will not include your address or any personal information.) 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
 
� Please sign here if you would be willing to have your property included in a news release. 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
� What is the name of a local newspaper that you prefer for a news release about your property? 
 

___________________________________________ 
 
  

� Would you like to participate in a citizen-based bird-monitoring program?  We have developed the Florida 
Public Bird Monitoring Program, a web site where you can enter your bird survey data and view results 
from participants across Florida.  Through this web site, people can track which birds occur in their yards 
and communities over time. Property owners that are landscaping for wildlife can determine which 
landscaping strategies and management techniques work best in attracting certain bird species and improve 
the ecological design and maintenance of their yards. 

 
Please visit the Florida Public Bird Monitoring Program web site at http://bird.ifas.ufl.edu/ and read more 
about this exciting program.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Mark Hostetler at 
hostetlerm@wec.ufl.edu or 352-846-0568 or SUNCOM 623-0568. 

 
� Do you plan to participate in the Florida Public Bird Monitoring Program?  Yes ____    /    No ____ 
 

Please return both 
the questionnaire and application (pages 1-10) to: 

 
Laura A. Vasquez, FYN Coordinator 

18710 SW 288th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030  

 
 

If you have any questions, please contact:    
Laura A. Vasquez 
18710 SW 288th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030 
305-248-3311 x239 
lavasquez@ufl.edu 
 

Barbara McAdam 
18710 SW 288th St. 
Homestead, FL 33030 
305-248-3311 x245 
bmcadam@ufl.edu 
 



 

 
        

 Florida Bird Monitoring Program 
 
 

The Florida Bird Monitoring Program was developed by the Department of 
Wildlife Ecology and Conservation's Wildlife Extension office in June 2001.  
The objective of the Florida Bird Monitoring Program is to maintain a Web site 
where you can enter and view bird survey data collected by yourself and others.  
Homeowners as well as participants from natural resource, Cooperative 
Extension, and state education programs are encouraged to participate.  
 
Which types of birds are visiting a yard or neighborhood?  Through this Web 
site, you can track which birds occur in your yard and community over time.  If 
you are a property owner that is landscaping to attract wildlife, you can learn 

which landscaping strategies and management techniques worked best for others in attracting certain bird 
species?  The University of Florida's Florida Backyard Landscapes for Wildlife Program and Florida 
Yards & Neighborhoods Program can suggest ways for you to improve the 
ecological design and maintenance of your yard.  By participating in this 
bird monitoring program, you can see how these techniques affected birds 
in your yard? You can also monitor the quantity and types of birds that 
visit any area throughout the state from month to month and year to year. 
 
Most importantly, you can compare your survey results with others.  
Where and what types of birds are occurring in different areas? Are certain 
birds favoring one property over another?  Why is this so?  By comparing 
surveys, you can discuss ideas, pose questions, and develop suggestions about how to improve your 
neighborhood for birds.  
 

Surveys can be conducted anywhere.  Small lots and yards, neighborhoods, city parks and reserves, 
agricultural land and large properties, lakes and ponds, and schoolyards are all potential areas to survey 
birds. 
 

Please visit our website at http://www.wec.ufl.edu/extension/ for more information on this exciting new 
program.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact:    

 
Mark Hostetler, Wildlife Extension Specialist 
Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 
University of Florida 
P.O. Box 110430, Gainesville, FL 32611-0430 
Tel: 352-846-0568 
Email: hostetlerm@wec.ufl.edu 

Jennifer Walford Vann, Wildlife Extension Program Assistant 
Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation 
University of Florida 
P.O. Box 110430, Gainesville, FL 32611-0430 
Tel: 352-846-0554 
Email: extension@wec.ufl.edu 



 

 

 
This excellent 33-page booklet briefly addresses many aspects necessary for creating a backyard habitat for Florida’s 
birds and beasts.  Beautiful color photos highlight information on how to create a backyard habitat plan, suggested 
native plants for backyard Florida habitats, how to attract birds, butterflies, mammals, reptiles and amphibians, 
advice for effectively using nest boxes and feeders, and more. This booklet is now on the Internet at 
http://floridaconservation.org/viewing/inyourbackyard/refuge.htm, and is also available in hard copy. 
 
One copy of Planting a Refuge for Wildlife is available FREE of charge.  Additional copies are 50¢ each.  Order 
some today for your local birding organization, gardening club, friends, family, and co-workers.   
 
Proceeds are administered by the Florida Wildlife Federation for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission’s Project WILD, an interdisciplinary conservation and environmental education program emphasizing 
wildlife.  Funds are used to help support the Florida WILD Action Grant Program, a habitat improvement program 
that provides small cash awards to Florida public and private schools that are serious about implementing, 
maintaining, and using a schoolyard habitat as an outdoor classroom. 
 
 

Planting a Refuge for Wildlife - Order Form 
 

Please make your check or money order payable to the FLORIDA WILDLIFE FEDERATION. 
In the ‘Memo’ area on your check, please write “Habitat Fund”. 

 
Mail booklet order form and check or money order to: 

Planting a Refuge for Wildlife 
P.O. Box 6181 

Tallahassee, FL  32314-6181 
 

*NOTE* Above address is for mailing booklet order form ONLY.    
Mail Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program application to address on application.  

 
NUMBER OF COPIES:  1 free copy  OR  _____copies @  50¢ each =  $_________ 
 
NAME:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ORGANIZATION/AGENCY:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SHIPPING ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:______________________________________________________  STATE:_______ ZIP:___________________ 
 
PHONE: (_______) _______________________ 



 

 
Landscaping for Florida’s Wildlife by Joe Schaefer and George Tanner (April 1998, 96 pages) 

 
As the natural landscape becomes more humanized, the habitat for many 
species has been lost or degraded.  In a clear, step-by-step format, this book 
tells how to create a wildlife-friendly landscape that takes into account both 
people and nature.  The author’s theme – “put back what you don’t need” – 
allows the gardener to reduce maintenance costs while 
providing a habitat that offers wildlife the essentials of food, 
cover, water, and space. 
  

• The book addresses such fundamentals as which 
ecosystem is appropriate to a particular piece of property 
and how to determine which species use the property. 

• It discusses how to consider soils, drainage patterns, utility 
lines, adjacent land uses, and existing native vegetation. 

• It describes how to prepare a base map; add plant and non-
plant elements such as birdhouses, burrows, and treefrog 
houses; and calculate the cost of materials. 

 

Throughout, helpful drawings, tables, and worksheets illustrate the procedures.  Appendices include an extensive list of 
native plants by ecosystem type, contacts in public agencies and private conservation organizations, lists of field guides 
and related books, and a table that shows which wildlife species use various ecosystems. 
Joe Schaefer and George Tanner are professors of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation at the University of Florida.  Both 
have written popular articles and books that apply scientific knowledge to conservation actions. 

 
--------------cut here-----------------cut here-------------------cut here------------------cut here-------------cut here-------------- 

Order Form for Landscaping for Florida’s Wildlife (Item # SP 208) 
 

by Drs. Joe Schaefer and George Tanner 

_____ copies x $12.95* each =  __________Subtotal 
Sales tax (Florida addresses)…...__________ 
Postage and Handling………….__________ 
Foreign orders, add 40%……….__________ 

            __________ Total 
*Prices subject to change without notice.    
There are no returns or exchanges. 

Sales Tax for FL Counties 
6% tax: Alachua, Brevard, Broward, 
Citrus, Collier, Franklin, Hernando, 
Lee, Martin, Okaloosa, Palm Beach, 
Pasco, St. Johns 
6.5% tax: Bay, Gulf, Manatee, 
Orange, Polk, St Lucie, Santa Rosa, 
Volusia 

Postage and Handling: 
Amount of Sale ------------------Add 
$10-49.99....................................$4 
$50-99.99...………………….....$5 
$100-129.99................................$6 
$130 and up.................……….Call 

(352) 392-1764 or  
Toll-free 1-800-226-1764 

Date _____________ Phone ___________________ 
Name _____________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
(Florida) County ____________________________ 

7% tax: Baker, Bradford, Calhoun, Charlotte, Clay, Columbia, Desoto, 
Dixie, Duval, Flagler, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Glades, Hamilton, Hardee, 
Hendry, Highlands, Hillsborough, Holmes, Indian River, Jefferson, 
Lafayette, Lake, Levy, Liberty, Madison, Marion, Miami-Dade, Nassau, 
Okeechobee, Osceola, Pinellas, Putnam, Sarasota, Seminole, Sumter, 
Suwanee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, Walton, Washington 
7.5% tax: Escambia, Jackson, Leon, Monroe 

 

Mail completed book order form to: 
IFAS Extension Bookstore 

University of Florida 
PO Box 110011 

Gainesville, FL  32611-0011 

Telephone orders: Visa, Mastercard, or American Express  
Monday to Friday -- 8 am to 5 pm EST. 
(352) 392-1764 or Toll-free 1-800-226-1764  
or FAX (352) 392-2628. 
Purchase orders are accepted from governmental agencies. 

My check is enclosed [__] 
 
Make checks payable to “University of Florida” 
 
Check must be in U.S. Funds and drawn on a U.S. Bank. 

Please charge my: [__] Visa [__] Mastercard [__] Am Exp 
 
Card No. ________________________ Exp. Date _______ 
 
Signature _______________________________________  
   


