
 
 

  
 Starting a 4-H club can be an inspiring and rewarding experience.  Like starting anything new, you will 
experience excitement, nervousness, and so much more.  It is during your first year as an organizational leader 
that you are continuously learning about the 4-H program and all it has to offer for members, volunteers and 
families.  An Organizational Leader is responsible for club enrollment, organizing the first club meeting in-
volving other parents in the club, and serves as the liaison between the 4-H staff and the club.  It is also during 
this first year, that 4-H staff will guide you and assist you with all of your needs.     
 Before you start a 4-H club, there are a few basic requirements. 
 
4-H program club requirements:  
 

• Have at least 5 members, ages 5-18 from 2 or more families 
• Meet at least 6 times per year 
• Abide by all local, state and national policies 
• Have the Organizational Leader complete the University of Florida IFAS Extension Volunteer 

Screening process 
 
Clubs are also encouraged to: 
 

•    Elect officers and practice Parliamentary Procedures for business meetings 
• Select a project to study together, example; nutrition, marine science, etc. 
• Keep records of the above project study in a 4-H project record summary. 
• Encourage Public Speaking by having members share what they learned in a project study  
• Participate in one or more community service projects 
 

Getting started: 
 

1. Contact your local 4-H staff by calling 305-592-8044 
2. All club organizational leaders need to complete a full screening process available through the 4-H  
 Office. 
3. Once the volunteer is screened and accepted then a club name needs to be submitted to the 4-H office.  
 The name will be registered with state and national 4-H program. 
4. Members and volunteers will then be given instructions on how to complete an On-line registration 

process. 
    Don’t forget that the 4-H staff is here to help! 
 
 
 
 The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Employment Opportunity – Affirmative Action Employer authorized to provide research, educational infor-
mation and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to race, color, sex, age, handicap or national origin. 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, IFAS, FLORIDA A. & M. UNIVERSITY 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION PROGRAM AND BOARDS OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COOPERATING 
For sign language interpreters or materials in accessible format or other ADA Accommodations please call  305-248-3311 ext. 240 at least five days in advance. 
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