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EDIS Publications That Support Florida
Friendly Landscaping

A Frequently Asked Questions about Florida

Friendly Landscaping
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document wqgl44

A Frequently Asked Questions about Florida

~riendly Fertilizing

nttp://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document wqgl43

A Frequently Asked Questions about Florida
Friendly Irrigation
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document

wQql42



http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq144
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq143
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq142
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq142
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq142
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq142

Our Florida Lawn Grasses
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Bahiagrass

(Paspalum notatum)

A Advantages
I Good drought tolerance
I Low fertility requirements
I Low maintenance

I Tolerant of sandy, infertile
solls

I Establishes from seed




Bahiagrass

A Disadvantages

I Produces abundance of
seedheads

I Open growth habit encourages
weed competition

I Susceptible to mole crickets

I Coarse stems are difficult to
mow

T Not wear tolerant
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Centipedegrass

A Poor ma nibverylgwirps s O

A Watch your fertilizer- too much leads to
decline

A Few insect and disease problems
A Light green color
A Slow growing and prostrate

ANew cul tivar O6éHammock
primarily for use in south FL



Hammock Centipedegrass

A Reported to have deeper green color

A Adapted to climates and soils of south
Florida

A Goes dormant very early in Gainesville



St. Augustinegrass

(Stenotaphrum secundatum)




St. Augustinegrass

A Best shade tolerance of warm-season
grasses, but varies by cultivar

A Good salt tolerance

A Tolerates wide range of soil pH
A Establishes quickly from sod
A Deep green color

A Requires irrigaiton much of the year to stay
green and healthy

A Chinch bugs becoming resistant to
pesticides



St. Augustinegrass Cultivars

A Floratam
A Bitter Blue
A Palmetto
A Delmar

A Seville

A Captiva



New Zoyslagrass Cultivars

A Empire
A UltimateFlora
A Jamur



Zoyslagrass
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Empire Zoysiagrass

A Low-growing, dense
A Very responsive to nitrogen

A Shade tolerance similar to
Floratam

A Slower growth than St.
Augustinegrass | faster
than old zoysias

A Hunting billbug pests
A Susceptible to brown patch
A Tends to get thatchy
A Nematode tolerance?




UltimateFlora Zoysiagrass

A UF release

A Finer leaf texture than some other
zoysias (including Empire)

A Few seedheads noted

A Deep green color

A Fast grow-in

A Nematode problems reported




Can Turf and the
Environment Co-exist?




A afershed

c‘_'(:;_.‘_;}_“ W} %":}:_

\VID ”W/ Wa
AW -




Green Industries Best
Management Practices

A Educational program to reduce
nonpoint source pollution

A Required for commercial fertilizer
applicators in many counties and by
state law by 2014

A Partnership between FDEP and UF-
IFAS



Non-point Source Pollution
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Two Ways That
Fertilizers Can Pollute

1. Leaching
through soll
profile T this
IS what
nitrogen will
do In sandy
solls

Soil
profile




Two Ways That
Fertilizers Can Pollute

2. Surface water run-off
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atmospheric deposition
(wet & dry)
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http://www.oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/kits/estuaries/media/supp_estuar09c.html

The Statewide
Fertilizer Labeling Rule

A Effective Dec 31, 2007 through
Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS)

A Retailers able to sell existing stock until
this July

A Limits what fertilizers can be sold for
lawns in Florida by targeting labeling of
ferti Il 1 zers for use
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Turfgrass Fertilizer BMPs

A Keep fertilizer off impervious surfaces
A Maintain a buffer zone around water bodies
A Apply only the correct amount

A Soil test i know your pH and nutrient
concentration

A Low phosphorus!
A Only fertilize during the growing season
Alrrigate fertilizer |
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Sweep Up Fertilizer Spills



