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EDIS Publications That Support Florida 

Friendly Landscaping 

ÅFrequently Asked Questions about Florida 

Friendly Landscaping 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq144 

ÅFrequently Asked Questions about Florida 

Friendly Fertilizing 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_wq143 

ÅFrequently Asked Questions about Florida 

Friendly Irrigation 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/document_ 

 wq142 
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Our Florida Lawn Grasses 



Bahiagrass 
(Paspalum notatum) 

Å Advantages 

ïGood drought tolerance 

ïLow fertility requirements 

ïLow maintenance 

ïTolerant of sandy, infertile 

soils 

ïEstablishes from seed 



Bahiagrass 

 

Å Disadvantages 
ïProduces abundance of 

seedheads 

ïOpen growth habit encourages 
weed competition 

ïSusceptible to mole crickets 

ïCoarse stems are difficult to 
mow 

ïNot wear tolerant 



Centipedegrass 

ÅñPoor manôs grassò ï very low input 

ÅWatch your fertilizer- too much leads to 

decline 

ÅFew insect and disease problems 

ÅLight green color 

ÅSlow growing and prostrate 

ÅNew cultivar óHammockô developed 

primarily for use in south FL 



Hammock Centipedegrass 

ÅReported to have deeper green color 

ÅAdapted to climates and soils of south 

Florida 

ÅGoes dormant very early in Gainesville 



St. Augustinegrass 
(Stenotaphrum secundatum) 



St. Augustinegrass 

ÅBest shade tolerance of warm-season 
grasses, but varies by cultivar 

ÅGood salt tolerance 

ÅTolerates wide range of soil pH 

ÅEstablishes quickly from sod 

ÅDeep green color 

ÅRequires irrigaiton much of the year to stay 
green and healthy 

ÅChinch bugs becoming resistant to 
pesticides 



St. Augustinegrass Cultivars 

ÅFloratam 

ÅBitter Blue 

ÅPalmetto 

ÅDelmar 

ÅSeville 

ÅCaptiva 



New Zoysiagrass Cultivars 

ÅEmpire 

ÅUltimateFlora 

ÅJamur 



Empire Zoysiagrass 



Empire Zoysiagrass 

ÅLow-growing, dense 

ÅVery responsive to nitrogen 

ÅShade tolerance similar to 

Floratam 

ÅSlower growth than St. 

Augustinegrass ï faster 

than old zoysias 

ÅHunting billbug pests 

ÅSusceptible to brown patch 

ÅTends to get thatchy 

ÅNematode tolerance? 



UltimateFlora Zoysiagrass 

ÅUF release 

ÅFiner leaf texture than some other 

zoysias (including Empire) 

ÅFew seedheads noted 

ÅDeep green color 

ÅFast grow-in 

ÅNematode problems reported 



Can Turf and the  

Environment Co-exist? 



 



Green Industries Best 

Management Practices 

ÅEducational program to reduce 

nonpoint source pollution 

ÅRequired for commercial fertilizer 

applicators in many counties and by 

state law by 2014 

ÅPartnership between FDEP and UF-

IFAS 

 



Non-point Source Pollution 
 

 Pollution that comes from 

diverse sources that canôt 

be ñpointedò at 



 
Do not apply fertilizer to 

impervious surfaces 



Two Ways That  

Fertilizers Can Pollute 

1. Leaching 

through soil 

profile ï this 

is what 

nitrogen will 

do in sandy 

soils 



Two Ways That  

Fertilizers Can Pollute 

2. Surface water run-off  

http://www.oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/kits/estuaries/media/supp_estuar09c.html


The Statewide  

Fertilizer Labeling Rule 

ÅEffective Dec 31, 2007 through 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (FDACS) 

ÅRetailers able to sell existing stock until 

this July 

ÅLimits what fertilizers can be sold for 

lawns in Florida by targeting labeling of 

fertilizers for use on ñurban turfò 



Turfgrass Fertilizer BMPs 

ÅKeep fertilizer off impervious surfaces 

ÅMaintain a buffer zone around water bodies 

ÅApply only the correct amount 

ÅSoil test ï know your pH and nutrient 

concentration 

ÅLow phosphorus! 

ÅOnly fertilize during the growing season 

ÅIrrigate fertilizer in with about ıò of water 



Sweep Up Fertilizer Spills 


